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Working in context of an existing Campus Master Plan a precinct plan
was developed for the sitting of two new buildings at the University of
South Australia, Mawson Lakes Campus. The first building was for the
University Department of Education, and the second, The Mawson Centre,
is a shared—-used building, integrating University facilities, a branch
of the local government Salisbury Library, the Mawson Lakes School
administrative facilities, as well as the provision of facilities for general
community usage. After broad consultation with users and council,
the precinct plan establishes the integrated relationship between the
University and the new Town Centre, and creates two new public squares
framing the Mawson Centre, identifying it as a major town centre facility.
The Mawson Centre site established in the Town Centre has both a
northern and southern ok open space presence established to existing
town centre pedestrian routes and related open space at the lakes edge,
and it was conceived to be easily identifiable as a unique structure within
the University and Town Centre environment.

The scale of the building relates to both the two-storey University
teaching buildings along the east—-west campus green pedestrian mall,
and to the variety of commercial buildings to the north and west. The
building Brief required a limited number of enclosed and private spaces
and these have been grouped and located along the eastside service
road, whilst the other three sides are composed of shielded glass walls,
allowing an inward and outward sense of activity. The “glass box” is
shielded selectively by composite timber and metal screens that serve
environmental functions and engage the pedestrian. The curved wall of
the lecture theatre has been placed and formed to engage an alignment
with the arcade of the campus buildings, and to act as a marker of
entrance at the northern plaza that unities the University and the Town
Centre. The integrated signage alludes to the two important orientations.
Primary access was determined to be from the north and south and easily
identifiable entrances are provided, however, a large gateway integrated
into the repetitive modular elevation of timber and metal screens at the
west provides for special event accessibility through a central internal
courtyard, as well as providing subtle variation within the relative uniform
elevation.

The general establishment of the Brief and the general organizational



planning was developed in a continuous consultation process between
the architects and the several user groups engaged in the shared-
use intentions for the building. The building has been planned for loose
definition, or the blurring of spatial usage, and for considerable openness;
the building can be selectively rearranged and/or secured so as to add to
the extended character of use. Generally the private spaces are grouped
as a solid backdrop at the eastern perimeter as described above, and
the remainder of the building has been designed like a cluster of smaller
buildings under a pavilion roof.

A north — south gallery links the two primary entrances and is generous
enough for public gatherings, exhibitions, and informal meetings. This
gallery interlinks all of the various uses including the external courtyard
and receives daylight from many sources. The corner caf é activates the
cross passage from the University and patrons also use the landscaped
courtyard. The highly accessible academic and library spaces are
intended for broad community use and many of them also open onto the
external courtyard. The built form of the rooms facing onto the courtyard
have been composed to allow for controlled northern light into the large
two-storey space of the Library, as well as providing a sense of openness
to the court.

The 24/7 University “computer barn” , that is also accessible to and
available to the public, is placed at the northern elevation providing a
direct linkage and association to the University through the proximity to
the east—west University mall, and provides active presence and secure
entry at this Town Centre node. The Library, with more limited hours and

a preference for quieter surroundings, is located at the south, overlooking

the plaza garden and lakefront, a more reflective setting.
The library has been designed with three types of spaces; a workroom
and offices at the eastern perimeter, a large two-storey reading room and
a number of small alcoves. The various shelving units and other furniture
in the reading room are on wheels and can be wheeled into the alcoves
and closed off with rolling doors built into the head of the openings
to recreate the reading room as a gathering space for larger scale
community functions.
The architectural expression follows from the requirement to create a
“public” building with an active presentation to the Town Centre while
establishing its own distinctive identity. The Mawson Centre was also
intended to be a good neighbour and contributor to the streetscape, the
University and to the lakefront through design and long hours of visible
activity.
The basic establishment of the three—sided glass box with pavilion-like
roof and visible internal activities was intended to provide the later of
these attributes, whilst the abstraction of form, the uncommon presence of
the “rough” recycled timber pylons with perforated metal, was intended
to create a personable, identifiable uniqueness. The timber elements
both attract the pedestrian and keep them an appropriate distance from
the glass wall, and together with the perforated metal contribute to solar
control.
The glass box is made-up of several types of glass to further contribute
to solar control and to provide some selected sense of privacy. The
perforated metal and glass work together at night to establish a lantern—
like quality. Inside the glass box, each element of enclosure is produced
in different colors, creating a visually attractive internal character.
The external colors are related to the University buildings adjacent, and to
show a relatedness of use. The contrasting character and dense interior
colours of the University lecture theatre, which is accessible for public
meetings, dramatics, and music performances, has a more dramatic
coloration, expressive of it as a wholly internal nature, and of its many
uses.
The external signage was conceived as part of the building in both it” s
free—standing and integrated forms, as was the design of interior signage

markers and the choice of interior colours and fabrics. |
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