I #&% - New Architecture

-

oort Americz

~ ‘ . ?A

WE New Mexic:) Spa

#&M7A Virgin Galactic

#Hikit Foster+Partners .
HEME#R 300 000ft / 27 880m* incluc;ing apron
#@HERM 110000 ft?/ 10 219m?

B# 3

&E 60ft

50



© Foster + Partners

BN TFHEARTMNDERFNEST, FREEX MR E—
FETM B A AR EER . RITH B ME TR~ £ &/ M&m,
HEAREDOE-—MSEXSRITHEERTIESRILARE, K
=R, VIZERRMARERE R ZVirgin Galactic/a~ A9 & AR
F——MUKET, FIEREGIIRE. MHEEAREN Camino
Real ( BIIFE, hXEETEZR, MMNERER) BIx, H15
BRINENAE RIS MIRE O 8 3K,

ATRERNTAALSEASNEE, XHHERE WEHR
SRR, EREEEETHASTREEZEOEE. FMR
NXEHNEESOESERNESTHBEEET —E, muEsE%
ERENXBUETA, BSBRHEA. BENFRREFE—F
Bt R EENER, BERAERT —1MREZE, HFRE
RTRAERTOALMMETEUR FMANRE., BERANEN
MAEMET BN, NKEFEZBAYIE ( MR ESMEL =
ZiE ) RIFEANGER. VIHBRANEE FHN—EHEEEE L%
BT —1MFE. ABETUBRIMARBRBEN W,

EEPENRBENEE POTIMNEETR, ZNERET
LEED®REIAE, TRMEREANTHBAATMXBZEEDNTR
ERl, RROESERNTERSIMNOBFIERSIES, HE
BN ITERRN; HRARELFAEIRAENELHITEARR
o BLINEIBF LM RAE TR ABTESE, HENEELN
TRHENER, thEREBERAENTREEANE SHTEHNIET.

(FfakE, B/REBHE)

51



“© Nigel Young_Fostér-.+' Parthers. =

© Foster + Partners




© Foster + Partners

oW
@
@
(=)
=
S
a
+
g
9]
9o
.
o
LE.
©

»

L

RATEY AT CEPRED i
AN LOPMRINTH
BHUER W ERRTH PER

dF ey

FECTHERMM L
i R D ., .

ST RETETION

HATH AL
SinnerseD
e
et

THIN SHELL

TH
i i3

= ..--"'-...

Sustainable Environmental
Design Strategy

53



© Foster + Partners

© Nigel Young_Foster + Partners




Located in the desert-like landscape of New Mexico, Spaceport will be the first building of its kind in the world. Its design aims
to articulate the thrill of space travel for the first space tourists while making a minimal impact on the environment. Viewed from

space, the terminal evokes Virgin Galactic’ s brand logo of the eye, and is suggestive of an elongated pupil, with the apron
completing the iris. Approached from the historic EI Camino Real trail, the terminal’ s organic form appears as a subtle rise in
the landscape.

Organised into a highly efficient and rational plan, Spaceport has been designed to relate to the dimensions of the spacecraft.
There is also a careful balance between accessibility and privacy. The astronauts’ areas and visitor spaces are fully integrated
with the rest of the building, while the more sensitive zones — such as the control room - are visible, but have limited access.
Visitors and astronauts enter the building via a deep channel cut into the landscape. The retaining walls form an exhibition
space that documents a history of space exploration alongside the story of the region and its settlers. The strong linear axis of
the channel continues into the building on a galleried level to the super hangar — which houses the spacecraft and the simulation
room — through to the terminal building. A glazed facade on to the runway establishes a platform within the terminal building for
coveted views out to arriving and departing spacecraft.

With minimal embodied carbon and few additional energy requirements, the scheme has been designed to achieve the
prestigious LEED Gold accreditation. The low-lying form is dug into the landscape to exploit the thermal mass, which buffers the
building from the extremes of the New Mexico climate as well as catching the westerly winds for ventilation; and maximum use is
made of daylight via skylights. Intended to be built using local materials and regional construction techniques, it aims to be both
sustainable and sensitive to its surroundings.m
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