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OVERVIEW

During the past decade, Beijing is caught in a strange and vivacious cycle
of ‘more roads more congestions’. With newly built highways everywhere in
the city but worsen traffic jams day by day, the city is becoming increasingly
polluted and hostile to urban life. With average 2000 new cars hit the road
every day, Beijing’s crisis cannot be solved by simply building more roads.
Our research has also shown that public parks and facilities are severely
lacking in the city of Beijing. Parks are a rarity, and only about 10% of social
needs can be accommodated in current public facilities. On the other hand
urban street life is largely missing in a city with roads designed for automobiles
only.

Realizing that the pattern of urban development in Beijing needs to be
seriously overhauled, yet the policy makers still seem clueless of what to do,
we hope to gradually build up a think tank, using 2nd Ring 2049 as a seed
project to involve concerned designers scholars and alike, at the same time
promote public awareness of better urban life. Our aim is to find radical but
tangible strategies for our city of tomorrow.

The vision is set for 2049, 100-year anniversary of communist China, with the
hope for injecting idealistic and forwarding thinking into today’s architectural
discourse, which is more often than not driven by the practicality of past
decades’ economic boom and the fashionable form making.

2ND RING 2049

Radically departing from the current mode of urban development, this
research project investigates the possibilities of transforming a unique
member of Beijing’s ring road highway system, the 2nd ring road, into a park
zone with much needed public facilities, and normal urban streets with active
urban life, by 2049.

The 2nd ring road of Beijing was built on the site of the old city wall
demolished in the 1950’s. It is the beginning of Beijing’s outward thrusting
ring road highway system which now has 6 complete rings and a 7th in the
formation. But it is the most unique one by history and the one not genetically
wired as a highway. Once it was the edge of the city demarcating the city from
the outskirts, now it is by all means a gigantic concrete barrier and the biggest
polluter right in the center of the city.

The project explores the possibilities of transforming the 2nd ring road into
new kinds of urban spaces, turning it into a linear green lung for the city. This
will also become a new spine of public facilities to boost a healthier and more
joyful urban life.

Private cars will stop to be the primary mode of transportation within the old
city. Public transportation system will be reorganized and new ones proposed
with much higher efficiency and capacity. Many transportation nodes
planned along the new 2nd Ring Park will facilitate people to get on public
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transportations once in the old city. Normal urban streets will be restored
which will bring long lost street life back.

Natural ecological system will be restored. Disappeared species such as
swallow will have a chance of living in the city once again.

Two typologies of architecture will be inserted into the 2nd Ring Park, one
utilizing the existing bridge structures and disappears into the landscape, the
other one is 32 cubes inserted as special nodes. Both provide public facilities
that are missing from the city, such as public libraries, children’s houses,
community centers and etc.

BEIJING 2049

Our hidden agenda is, by 2049, Beijing will really become an open, dynamic,
efficient and livable city. We hope to foster a new kind of urban life with high
density high efficiency and high quality on our finite land resource. We hope
2nd Ring 2049 will act as a point of departure for much needed debates on
the future of our cities.
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