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Sited on a former golf course and adjacent to a 100-acre farm park, the
Perkins+Will designed new Einstein Medical Center Montgomery is a world-
class hospital marks the first major healthcare facility built in southeastern
Pennsylvania in over a decade. It is a comprehensive, 21st-century
healthcare facility dedicated to serving the vital needs of the region while
also celebrating the beauty of the surrounding natural landscape through
a strategy that integrates responsive site, architectural, and interior design
with sophisticated medical planning.

The building—made up of 96 medical/surgical beds, a 22-bed intensive
care unit, a 20-bed post partum/antepartum unit, and an eight-bed neonatal
intensive care unit, as well as a two-story medical arts building—creates
a dynamic expression of medical excellence while offering a caring and
welcoming environment. Adding to this, nearly 30 acres of open space was
preserved to create a complementary pastoral setting.

The massing of the hospital begins simply. First, a low two-story diagnostic
and treatment (D+T) platform integrates with the topography of the
landscape by setting its mass into the existing slope, resulting in the two
southern stories becoming a single northern story. Muted, earth-tone
materials help to help tie this mass to the ground and minimize its bulk.
Second, above and interlocking with this D+T platform, the patient bed-
wings are configured as a streamlined linear form that creates a dynamic
presence to the street. A recessed arcade below and a sculptural ‘prow’
to the east help accentuate this dynamic quality. A light, nearly white color
palette simulates the layered, horizontal stone of the region and reinforces
the modern expression.

The patient bed-wings inflect towards the view and the entry drive
in order to break down the scale of the building. At the point of this
inflection, a multi-story glass atrium defines the hospital’s main public
entry for visitors and patients. Within this space, a series of terraced
balconies, accessed directly from the main elevators, provide convenient
waiting areas for visitors while offering dramatic views of the farm park
and countryside beyond.

With nursing stations located just outside the patient rooms, the interior
layout enhances staff efficiencies and workflow without compromising the
patient experience. To achieve a balance between privacy and observation,
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individual rooms have interior windows, with blinds that can be opened and
closed from both sides, which enable nurses to monitor patients through
closed doors. Families are envisioned as part of a collaborative care team.
This is reinforced through the design of the patient rooms, with family areas
outfitted with convertible sleeper sofas for relaxation and overnight stays,
entertainment systems, and access to room service meals. Patient rooms,
corridors, and other public spaces showcase art specifically selected for
visual serenity and regional relevance.
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The new hospital has been designed to achieve LEED Silver certification,
with Perkins+Will taking an environmentally sensitive approach to the project.
Sustainable design and construction elements include native landscaping
that does not require potable irrigation, optimized mechanical systems
that reduce operational energy costs, and building materials with high
percentages of recycled content. The building will enable the hospital to
demonstrate an environmental stewardship to its community, benefiting
patients, staff, and the local ecosystem. m
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