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Garibaldi Towers, Milan, Italy
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For years considered a ‘non-place’ the Garibaldi-Repubblica area
of Milan is being brought back to life by the redevelopment project that is
transforming it into a new design district, providing a home for creativity and
communication.

Built between the end of the Eighties and the beginning of the Nineties as a
support facility to the adjacent raiway station, the garibaldi Business Centre
has been for years a blot on Milan’ s urban landscape, while the two towers,
visible from every point in the City, have become a landmark.

The ‘Garibaldi District’ is a key location linking the Porta Nuova area with
the Isola district, it represents the force behind the drive to integrate and
revitalise this strategic part of Milan.

The requalification of the Garibaldi Towers, owned by Beni Stabili, started in
2007; the design concept of Architect Massimo Roj of Progetto CMR will be
implemented in several phases, starting from ‘Tower B’ , before moving on
to ‘Tower A’ and concluding with the redevelopment of the surrounding
area at the base of the towers.

The two towers with their individual 24 floors are the first italian example of
Green Towers; the main features are the installation of energy production
systems coming from renewable sources:

1) A winter—summer air—conditioning system that uses Geothermics to
produce energy, based on a heat pump

driven by groundwater.

2 ) Installation along the southward facades of each of the Towers of a solar
panels to be used in the self-production of electricity.

3 ) Bioclimatic greenhouses, on every floor, to reduce energy consumption.
4) Solar collector positioned on the roofs of the building for the self-
production of hot water.

5) A tank, installed on the roofs, to collect rainwater to be use in toilet flush
systems.

6) Solar chimney for the sanitaryware extraction.

The main facades are 'many-sides' with four different angles of inclination.
They shine in the sun like diamonds, despite begin the product of advanced
technology, made up of cells providing interactive ventilation in order to
assure a high degree of control over the internal climate. The natural stone
walls give the buildings elegance and sobriety, the upwardly tapering glass
surfaces lighten and streamline the two towers, whilst the cantilevered
roof, at the top, recalls the glory days of Milanese rationalism in the 1950s.
Technology, form and tradition combine to represent the new Milan, the city
that will host Expo 2015.
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