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Masdar Plaza, UAE

&P Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company
Bt LAVA - Laboratory for Visionary Architecture
Chris Bosse, Tobias Wallisser, Alexander Rieck
HBESFEMR 96 000m* ( HApAF 31 200m?, HEREE23 265m°,
2119 766m°, TE15500m°, F k6 500m’)
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Giant umbrellas, with a design based on the principles of sunflowers, will
provide moveable shade in the day, store heat, then close and release the
heat at night in the plaza of a new eco-city in the United Arab Emirates. The
sunflower umbrellas are one aspect of the winning design by the international
practice Laboratory for Visionary Architecture for the city centre for Masdar in
the UAE the world’ s first zero carbon, zero waste city powered entirely by

renewable energy sources.

Masdar is a planned city located 17 kilometres from Abu Dhabi. A
government initiative, the city is being constructed over seven phases. The
city centre includes a plaza, five-star hotel, long stay hotel, a convention
centre and entertainment complex and retail facilities. The future wellbeing
of cities around the globe depends on mankind’ s ability to develop and
integrate sustainable technology.
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Masdar City is the city of the future; positioned at the forefront of integrating
sustainable technology into modern architectural design. Rome, Athens,
Florence; most great historical cities have had the plaza, forum, or square
at their epicentre - where the life, values, ideals, and vision of the population
evolved. Equally, the centre of Masdar must be an iconic beacon that attracts
global attention to sustainable technology. We see Masdar Plaza as “The
Oasis of the Future” : a living, breathing, active, adaptive environ; stimulated
by the social interaction of people, and spotlighting the use and benefits of
sustainable technology.
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Hence, our design proposal focuses on the delivery of three key issues:

(1) performance — to demonstrate the use and benefits of sustainable
technology in a modern, dynamic, iconic architectural environment

(2) activation - to activate or operate the sustainable technology in
accordance with the functional needs of this environment 24 hours a day and
365 days of the year.

(3) interaction — to encourage and stimulate a social dynamic where the
life, values, ideals, and vision of the population of Masdar evolve.

The “Oasis of the Future” is conceived as an open spatial experience.
Whereby, all features; whether hotel, conference, shopping, or leisure, offer
the highest quality of indoor and outdoor comfort and interaction.

As in the case of an oasis, the Plaza is the social epicenter of Masdar;
opening 24-hour access to all public facilities. Interactive, heat sensitive
technology activates low intensity lighting in response to pedestrian traffic
and mobile phone usage. The “Oasis of the Future” demonstrates
sustainable technology in a user—friendly architectural environment - flexible
use of space, outdoor and indoor comfort, and optimum performance.m
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