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Museum of History ;.
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The NHK Osaka Broadcasting Center overlooks two important historical sites: the Osaka Castle Park and the ruins of
Naniwanomiya Palace. The broadcasting center, the Osaka operations of Japan’ s public broadcasting corporation, is
connected to the Osaka Museum of History by a 20,000—square—foot spherical glass atrium with a ceiling that soars to 115
feet.

Joining the two buildings, the atrium is generously-sized public space that hosts events and serves as shared entrance
hall for the museum, the television studios and a concert hall. Archeological specimens from the Naniwanomiya Palace
are also displayed here. The atrium also adds a sense of light and openness to the two mostly opaque buildings.

The 18-story broadcasting center tower, rectangular in plan, is aligned with the streets parallel to the site. It is the most
solid, static element of the composition. The tower is largely rectilinear in form with one gently curving facade that faces
outward, toward the atrium and the museum. The tower’ s curving facade is clad in metal and lightly reflective glass, in
contrast to the granite—clad museum. At the crown of the building is a helipad, giving the building its distinctive silhouette.
The tower is comprised of a series of vertically stacked multimedia studios and offices. The lower six floors incorporate a
1,400-seat multipurpose concert hall for live broadcasts and recordings. Service cores are at opposite ends of the building.
This configuration creates the greatest amount of usable, functional space at the center of the building and allows for large,
open floors for broadcasting.

Compared to the tower, the 13—-story museum building is more dynamic in its orientation, its two curved sides angled from
the adjacent street. The building is clad in multiple types of stone, in colors similar to that of the stone facades of the
tower, arranged in a pattern. Due to the display and storage requirements of the galleries, the walls are mostly opaque.
Two vertical lines of punched windows mark the side of the building facing the towers. A glass curtain wall highlights the
prow of the building, bringing light into the stairwells and elevators.
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The museum contains a full-scale recreation of the Naniwanomiya Palace and permanent exhibits on Osaka history. A full floor
is dedicated to traveling exhibits and another contains a lecture hall and training rooms. The museum also includes research
facilities for archaeologists and historians, storage spaces, administrative offices and a full-sized replica of an excavation site.
A library and information terminals also gives visitors access to the museum’ s resources. One level of parking is located below
grade. Stairs and elevators are located either end of the lens—shaped building, creating large open spaces for the displays at
the center of the building Jffl
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