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This headquarters for one of Japan’ s largest telecommunications companies comprises a 30-story tower and axx—story
Special Purpose Building linked by a pedestrian bridge. Six blocks from Tokyo City Hall and across the street from Opera
House City, the complex is in a rapidly developing area that is becoming an extension of the Shinjuku cultural and business
district.

A generously-sized site allows for a garden between the two buildings as well as a public park on the xx edge of the property.
The park, designed to meet the requirement that 20 percent of the site be reserved as publically—accessible open space, is a
buffer between the complex and the adjacent residential neighborhood. Together, the garden and the park create a spacious
feeling unusual for office buildings in Tokyo.
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The garden, used for exhibitions and performances, is modern reinterpretation of Japanese garden traditions. With trees, stone
tile paths, and planted and gravel surfaces, the garden incorporates natural and manmade materials. A fence bisecting the site
gradually changes in material from wood to stainless steel as it crosses the property. Powered by a windmill, water moves over
a patterned fountain bed of concrete, which becomes stainless steel on the other side. A stainless steel bridge and a wooden
bridge cross the water. An exterior staircase from the third—floor employee restaurant leads directly to the garden.

Several restrictions determined the buildings’ placement and their curved triangular forms: the open space requirement, an
elevated highway to the south of the site, two microwave corridors, and the need for transmission equipment and a helipad on
the roof. In addition, sunshine access regulations required that the tower be so shaped that the neighboring residential properties
(measured 1.5 meters above ground) would not be under shadow for more than three hours a day. A127-meter height limit
determined the tower’ s height.

The tower includes a telecommunications center with telecommunications systems and equipment, a conference center,
executive offices, and dining facilities. The telecommunications center, the most technologically advanced function of the
building, is below grade on six levels. Telephone switching rooms for the Shinjuku-Tokyo area are here. The below—grade
levels also house mechanical rooms and equipment for the building above and contain a district heating and cooling sub-—
station supporting the surrounding area.

Above grade, a fan—shaped block of offices is oriented toward the interior garden and the long views. Support facilities occupy
the remainder of the allowable triangular envelope. The support functions (elevators, restrooms, mechanical shafts, stairways,
storage and the refresh room for employees breaks and relaxation) each takes its own form and is expressed on the exterior.
Restrooms, stairways and vestibules all have windows to the exterior.

The tower is clad in a taut glass—and—-metal curtain wall. Its aluminum panels are coated with a warm metallic gray
fluoropolymer finish formulated with copper—coated mica. Windows are protected by four rows of projecting sunshades per
floor. Each sunshade is a soft arc terminated by a cylindrical bullnose. The sunshades accentuate the horizontality of the
windows and modulate the fagade, animating the exterior wall with shadows and highlights. Office floors are expressed on the
exterior as horizontal trays, while the support spaces are expressed as tightly clad, vertical stacks. The horizontal expression of
the floors play against the vertical forms of the support elements. Horizontal windows take advantage of the panoramic views,
which include Mount Fuji to the west and the Imperial Gardens to the east.

The Special Purpose Building, which contains showroom space, is the public face of the complex. To create a welcoming
exterior and to contrast the stainless steel used the office tower, the building incorporates natural materials. The building has
a wall of Minnesota stone tightly curved to the street and open to views of the interior garden. The eastern side of the building,
clad in green Vermont slate, is anchored by a vertical volume with large gathering rooms for special functions. The Minnesota
stone wall is continued in front of the tower, diminishing the tower’ s impact on the sidewalk. Another wall screens a parking lot
and an automobile entrance and drop off.

Five separate entrances are provided for employees, service workers, executives, customers and special visitors. The special
visitors’ entrance, on the xx side, includes a glass barrel-vaulted arrival canopy with an arrival forecourt and parking to the north.
The most transparent facades of the two buildings face the garden. Both buildings meet the ground with a series of stainless
steel columns. On the Special Purpose Building, a primarily glass curtain wall reveals the lobby with walls of three different
woods arranged in a geometric pattern and open stainless steel staircases with stone steps. The lobby of the tower includes
wood paneled walls and a curving stainless steel staircase with stone Steps.m
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