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DR Byen is the new HQ for the Danish Broadcasting Corporation. The complex is composed of five
different buildings designed by four different architects for a total of 132,500 square meters. Vilhelm
Lauritzen Architects won the competition for the overall master plan and designed and executed the
largest building — segment 1 — and the connecting inner street — a total of 56,000 square meters. The
complex was inaugurated in early 2009, ten years after the first architectural competition.
DR Byen was built as an ECO building with support from the EU with the intention to create a model
building which demonstrates how to minimize the environmental impact of a modern IT—intensive office
complex.
In this case sustainability was a main focus in the programme from masterplan level right down to the
selection of materials. The design focuses on creating a compact building out of a highly complex
infrastructure and includes double facades enabling natural ventilation, solar panels integrated into the
building, cooling by outdoor air and groundwater rainwater collection, and district heating for reduced
carbon dioxide emission.m
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