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Bijlmer ParkTheatre is a cultural building in the southeast district of the city of Amsterdam. It is a multifunctional building for
four users; a circus (Circus Elleboog), a theatre (Krater Theater), the Youth Theatre School and the Theatre Workplace, all
professional organisations in the field of talent development, cultural education, production and programming.

MEETING PLACE

The theatre is located in the heart of the Bijimer neighbourhood at the edge of the Bijlmer park, beside the lake. It is public and
accessible, and its position beside the water gives extra dynamism to this image due to the reflections in the water. To make it
possible for performances to be held on the water as well, for example on large floating platforms, steps that can be used for
seating have been placed at the water’'s edge. When no performances are scheduled, the steps function as a meeting place,
where cultures, generations and artistic disciplines meet each other.

RECOGNISABLE DESIGN

The cultural building consists of an ellipse shape, with the upper two floors slightly displaced in relation to the ground floor. This
provides a covered entrance area located in a logical position in the urban development plan’s routing.

The elliptical shape of the building did mean that it was necessary to search for a financially viable way of reproducing this
rounded shape in the partially glass fagcade. The solution was found in a combination of wooden slats and vertical aluminum
strips placed against the steel and glass sections of the facade. This means that the intersection points of the segmented facade
are not visible and the building has a rounded, dynamic and somewhat abstract appearance that changes continually as you
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walk around it. During the day, the striking shape of the cultural building makes it clearly recognisable, while it is conspicuous in
the evening because of its colour, which can be altered to fit the occasion. This is made possible by the use of LED lighting.
DAYLIGHT

One requirement that was specifically identified during the workshops was the need for daylight in the main auditorium. Lessons and
rehearsals would take place here during the day, and a good level of daylight access is very important for the atmosphere and sense of
orientation.

Users of theatres often comment on the lack of daylight, which although understandably kept out deliberately for performances, is
still very desirable during the day. For this reason, a glass surround was created on the first floor all around the main auditorium.
The windows can be darkened to keep out the light when performances are held.

FLEXIBILITY

All users had their own wishes. Circus Elleboog, for example, needed a space with a clear height of 7 meters for acrobatic,
trapeze and juggling acts, while the preference of the other partners was for a theatre-style auditorium. A solution was found by
designing a rectangular auditorium with two ear-shaped appendages beside the performing area - a circus/theatre auditorium
with between 162 and 277 seats. These two rounded areas on the long sides of the main auditorium make it possible to use this
in a range of circus configurations and theatre configurations, by making use of versatile wings and movable seating areas. m
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