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This project addressed a strategic location in the future development of
the town: a triangle delimited by the railroad station and the main highway
access to the town centre. The program is the new Municipal Police
Headquarters. The building footprint, an irregular pentagon, was determined
from its alignments with the neighbouring streets and views.

The central plan tries to keep the building as compact as possible,
minimising the blockage between the city and its northern development
while producing a core of stability in the local vortex of circulation. With
a background dominated by a large mountain and the remnants of local
farmland, we tried to keep the mass as low as possible, as though the
building were just another wall in the surrounding rural landscape.

The plan is organised in three bays around an inner courtyard which lets

light into a detention centre on the basement level. Within the building
there are three bands: one is a public interface comprising an auditorium,
library and witness room, the second is given over to the administration and
direction of the complex while the third hosts officers quarters and various
different brigades. In the basement there is a parking lot for police vehicles, a
shooting gallery for training and a records office.

The building is constructed as a concrete shell, using the local sand
surrounding the facilities, with a series of skylights to introduce natural
daylight to the dependencies. The exterior walls are pierced by a series of
holes, producing lattices for the wall openings and permitting views outside
while still remaining protected il
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