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Tongjiang is located in Jianxi Province, southeast China. The Tongjiang Primary School is a project to expand upon an existing
school. Currently the Chinese government is in the process of consolidating small primary schools in remote areas into larger
schools with primary and secondary school children. Additional dorms are provided for children who live farther away. It is a
strategy to ensure ease of maintenance and helps to facilitate the urbanization process. As in the case for this school, an existing
school building will be torn down to make way for a new one with an expanded program.

Our strategy for the project was to use the building to ‘frame’ the courtyard playground and to provide an additional open air
classroom which takes advantage of a level difference on the site. This building is only the first stage in the process. The
challenge is to create a coherency within the school through a patchwork of new buildings.

Responding to the prevalence of demolition in rural areas this project also proposes strategy for recycling old buildings into the
new primary school. Our proposal for the demolition of the old building is to reuse the rubble as a growing medium and insulation
on the proposed green roof. In the meantime, traditional ‘green’ bricks no longer manufactured will be collected from demolition
sites of old houses in this historic region. These bricks will be used as a large screen wall and ground paving for the school.m
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mid-summer sun from

high summer sun: o) north (almost directly

no sunlight penetration i .
Aot i ' overhead):
to interior, minimal solar . . Ke o
v - I rhang + d
gain to south-facing wall rain water (heavy in §ummar}, minimal overhang + deep
run-off slowed + partially stored / recess provide shading

! by rubble/plant growth on roof
e roofiight: i o /
r‘(z improves day-lighting, x
\ wide gutter: increase solar gain /
\ accomodates /

\\ heavy rain flow : , /
\ Il

rc roof slab with
rubble over: increases
thermal mass
<.
southerly prevailing - _
summer winds: ]
pass thro’ brick screen, __—lop hung windows:
cooled by shaded shed rain
corridor before entering
classrooms -
L
I
= side hung windows:
to increase air-flow in
summer
Aawmtﬂlllllmlﬂma L anty
%ﬁnus b
perforated brick screen wall, — \—masonry partition with - glazed screen
internal face painted white opening windows: with brick piers
to increase lighting levels for natural lighting +
through reflectivity cross-ventailation REEDHr
PROCESS
RECYCLING

Reusing brickwork from the
demolished school building

COLLECTION AND RECYCLING
Collection of local traditional
building materials and bricks
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